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KADİR HAS UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF GRADUATE STUDIES
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS PROGRAMME

PhD Seminar on 

European Union Security (IR 616)
Syllabus


Sinem Akgül Açıkmeşe

Phone: (212) 5336532/1645

E-mail: sacikmese@khas.edu.tr
Office Hours: by appointment


JEAN MONNET CHAIR ON 
HYBRID THREATS IN THE EU
--- HYBRID-EU --- 

· COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This Advanced Readings PhD seminar on Security in the EU offers the students a comprehensive perspective on the challenges to European security in the aftermath of the end of the Cold War, specifically in the post 9/11 era and the Arab revolts. The major hybrid threats to European security mostly defined in the European Security Strategy as well as the Global Strategy of the EU (such as issues of human, energy, maritime, cyber, economic security as well as terrorism as a major threat) are conceptualized in this course.
Learning Outcomes

· Demonstrate a thorough grasp of the challenges to European security which affect the daily lives of not only Europeans but also the global community
· Understand the issues of European security from a conceptual and practical perspective 
· Critically evaluate the EU’s responses to the contemporary challenges to European security
· Compare the practices and competences of the EU in dealing with its security
· COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
You are expected to read the relevant texts and prepare for each class, attend classes not only physically but also by contributing to discussions and submit/present eight short discussion papers. Students will also prepare annotated bibliographies on their research topics. Apart from those requirements, you will also be assessed through one final-paper. 
Grading

	Final Paper and Presentation
	% 50

	Discussion Papers
	% 40

	Annotated Bibliography
	% 10


Assignments
1. Discussion Papers 
You will write and present seven discussion papers on the questions below, to which you will be given written feedbacks. 
· Deadline: To be submitted one day before and presented in the relevant class.

· Word limit: 1000-1200 words.

· References: At least 10-15 academic materials in each essay.
· Format: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
Questions
1. What is the difference between the concepts of “security” and “defence”? Please explain by giving reference to their differentiated or similar uses either in the EU as a whole or by selecting one specific EU member country.
2. How and to what extent the EU has effectively reacted to one of the terrorist attacks in Europe?

3. Do you think that the EU acts in its foreign policy with a human security agenda and with a priority attached to the issues of human security?
4. What are the EU’s principles and policies in dealing with the military threats around Europe’s near proximity, namely in the neighborhood area?
5. Do you think that the EU has been successful in dealing with the Syrian refugees, with which instruments and to what extent? 

6. What are the threats to border security in the Covid-19 era and how has the EU responded to those threats to border security?
7. How did the EU deal with the disinformation on Covid-19 and to what extent the false wave of information in this era is linked to European security?
8. Would the Green Deal be a cure to the ecological threats which Europe has faced? 
2. Final Paper 
You are expected to write a final paper as an original research paper on one of the below topics. You are advised to consider this as the first draft of a conference paper or a published article. You will present the initial findings of your paper in the relevant week. Details on your presentation will be provided by the instructor. 
· Deadline: The final day of the courses. Delays in your submission after the announced deadline might result in your failure. 

· Word limit: 5000-6000
· Content: All papers should discuss the topic by employing the conceptual and/or methodological perspectives of one of the security theories that you choose. 
· References: You are expected to read and cite at least 25-30 academic pieces (articles, books, book chapters etc.). Do not solely rely on internet sources. Wikipedia is not an academic source. 
· Format: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
List of Topics:

1- Terrorism and Political Violence in Europe

2- Issues of Human Security in Europe

3- Military Threats in Europe

4- Migration and Security in Europe

5- Border Security in Europe

6- Disinformation and Security in Europe

7- Ecological Security Issues in Europe

8- Energy Security in Europe

9- Economic Security in Europe

10- Maritime Security Threats in Europe

11- Cyber Security in Europe
12- Health Security in Europe
3. Annotated Bibliography 
You are expected to write an annotated bibliography on your research topic. 

· Deadline: The second week of the course. 

· Word limit: 8-10 sources; 70-80 words each

· Content: 3 sources will form compulsory readings, one of which should be on the concept and one other on Europe’s perspectives. 
· Format: https://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html
· Sample:
Hale, William. 2012. Turkish Foreign Policy since 1774. London and New York: Routledge. 
A comprehensive descriptive framework on Turkey’s foreign policy typically from the realist perspective, situating Turkey as a middle power, without the intention of providing a theoretical context. But, this is a valuable volume which analyzes the historical evolution of Turkish foreign policy in six periods since 1774, through the assumption that Ottoman legacy had been a determinant in Turkish republic’s foreign policy-making.
· COURSE OUTLINE AND WEEKLY DISCUSSIONS
Readings will be provided later with the revised annotated bibliography
	Week 1
	Introduction to IR616


	Week 2

	The Concept of Security and Security Studies
Question: What is the difference between the concepts of “security” and “defence”? Please explain by giving reference to their differentiated or similar uses either in the EU as a whole or by selecting one specific EU member country.

	Week 3

	Security in the EU and Hybrid Threats
Question: What is the difference between the concepts of “security” and “defence”? Please explain by giving reference to their differentiated or similar uses either in the EU as a whole or by selecting one specific EU member country.

	Week 4

	Terrorism and Political Violence in Europe
Question: How and to what extent the EU has effectively reacted to one of the terrorist attacks in Europe?

	Week 5


	Issues of Human Security in Europe

Do you think that the EU acts in its foreign policy with a human security agenda and with a priority attached to the issues of human security?

	Week 6


	Military Threats in Europe

Question: What are the EU’s principles and policies in dealing with the military threats around Europe’s near proximity, namely in the neighborhood area?

	Week 7


	Migration and Security in Europe

Question: Do you think that the EU has been successful in dealing with the Syrian refugees, with which instruments and to what extent?

	Week 8


	Border Security in Europe

Question: What are the threats to border security in the Covid-19 era and how has the EU responded to those threats to border security?

	Week 9


	Disinformation and Security in Europe

Question: How did the EU deal with the disinformation on Covid-19 and to what extent the false wave of information in this era is linked to European security?

	Week 10

	Ecological Security Issues in Europe

Question: Would the Green Deal be a cure to the ecological threats which Europe has faced? 

	Week 11

	Overall Assessment of EU Security Policies


	Week 12
	Wrap-up


